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Forecasters have predicted another
“above-average” hurricane season this
year, following an active 2008 hurricane
season. A team of U.S. based
researchers predicted 14 named storms
in the Atlantic hurricane season with
seven developing into
hurricanes; however,
it only takes one to
hit home and devas-
tate our community.

That is why at
EMEPA we are con-
stantly preparing for severe weather by
clearing trees and limbs away from
power lines, storing materials and
updating our Emergency Response
Plan. Our team of dedicated profession-
als makes every effort to stay alert and
ready in case of an outage. The ability
to act immediately to restore power as

quickly and safely as possible is our top
priority.

Hurricane season begins June 1.
Now is the time to plan, practice and
prepare to protect your home and fami-
ly in case severe weather strikes East

Mississippi. In this
issue of Today in
Mississippi, you will
find helpful tips and
information for
preparing for hurri-
cane season.

I also encourage you to visit your
local EMEPA office June 8 – 10 and
June 12 for our fourth annual Severe
Weather and Energy Efficiency
Awareness Fair. We will show you how
to prepare for severe weather, what to
do if your power goes out and provide
you with energy efficiency tips to help

you save on your monthly bill.
You’ll also see the process in which

we restore power. Many individuals
wonder why a neighbors’ electricity is
restored, and they still are without
power. The restoration process requires
us to repair transmission lines and
three-phase distribution lines before we
can repair single-phase lines and indi-
vidual services.

Safety is always a concern. If you see
a downed power line on your property,
please consider it energized, keep a safe
distance away and give us a call. Drive
cautiously through roadways where util-
ity crews are working and pay close
attention to our employees who are
flagging traffic. Your safety and the safe-
ty of our employees are of the utmost
importance.

Don’t wait until a storm is headed

our way to prepare. Take a few moments
to ensure the safety of your home and
family before severe weather strikes –
let’s be prepared.

Last month, approximately 100 rep-

resentatives from Mississippi’s Electric

Power Associations traveled to

Washington, DC to meet with

Congressmen about proposed legisla-

tion to address climate change. These

Mississippi representatives were met by

nearly 3,000 other electric co-op leaders

from around the country for the

National Rural Electric Cooperative

Association’s annual legislative rally.

Climate change bills are currently

being debated, and one version of this

legislation passed the House Committee

with a 33 to 25 vote in May. This pro-

posed legislation could severely impact

the cost of electricity. There is wide dis-

agreement on the science of climate

change and many noted scientists con-

tend that manmade emissions have lit-

tle, if any, effect on the planet’s natural-

ly-occurring warming and cooling

trends.
The plan proposed in the House

would stop burning coal and other fos-

sil fuels to generate electricity. Coal is

affordable and plentiful in the U.S.,

and removing it from America’s fuel

options will undoubtedly raise costs to

electric consumers in Mississippi. The

beneficial effect of the plan would be

minimal, but it will cost Americans bil-

lions of dollars on their electric bills.

“The goal ought to be energy inde-

pendence, not get rid of fossil fuels. We

are the only country in the world that

doesn’t use its natural resources,” said

Congressman Gregg Harper during a

meeting with Mississippi co-op leaders

in Washington. If the proposed legisla-

tion goes into effect, it could easily

cause American coal to be exported to

developing nations such as China and

India, countries which do not plan to

adopt emissions reductions.

The proposed legislation calls for a

speculative cap-and-trade program over-

seen by Wall Street traders. The purpose

is to cap and then steadily reduce U.S.

carbon dioxide emissions. Estimates

show that the average electric consumer

in Mississippi will see a dollar for dollar

increase. For every dollar charged for a

carbon emission credit or allowance, a

dollar will be added to the monthly

electric bill. Early indications are that

the cost of a carbon credit could start at

$15-20, and the price could go as high

as $100. Unfortunately, the costs will

not be spread equally throughout the

country. The Southeast will be hit hard-

er than others, such as the Northeast

and West Coast.

Under the proposed legislation,

Americans will be expected to switch to

much more expensive renewable sources

for generating electricity. Renewable

sources provide less than two percent of

the country’s overall electricity needs

today (excluding hydro facilities), and

must be backed up by conventional

(fossil fuel) sources because of their

intermittent output. The proposed plan

calls for that number to increase to 20

percent by 2020.

Renewables are certainly worthy of

development, but reaching 20 percent

of Mississippi’s overall output within

this period is not realistic. The potential

for development of solar and wind

power in this region is insufficient for

large-scale electricity production.

Mississippi co-op leaders continue to

emphasize the need for legislators to

ensure reliability and affordability in

any climate related legislation.

Regulation of carbon dioxide emis-

sions should not be used as a

fundraising measure for other

federal programs. By support-

ing this proposed legislation,

Congressional leaders run

the risk of making electric

service less affordable

and less reliable for

Mississippi’s cooperative

members.
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Are you prepared for severe weather?
Proposed Energy Legislation

“The ability to act immediately
to restore power as quickly and

safely as possible is our top
priority.”

East Mississippi 
Electric Power 

Association 
will be closed

Friday, July 3
in observance of 

Independence 
Day.

For an emergency or to report an outage, call 601.581.8600.

Never late.
Never a hassle.
Never a worry.
Pay by bank draft.

Take the hassle out of monthly check
writing. Bank draft is the easiest way to
pay your bill. Sign up for bank draft by

visiting emepa.com/member_services or
visit your local district office.

ENERGY EFFICIENCY

Tip of the month
When using your laptop computer at home, put the battery charger
(AC adapter) on a power strip that can be turned off. The transformer
in the charger draws power continuously, even when the
laptop is not plugged in.
Source: U.S. Department of Energy


