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General Manager Wayne Henson

I’ve spent a lot of time lately telling
you about the serious energy problems
we face, but recently I was reminded of
why “We Care.” I had the opportunity
to attend a children’s musical produc-
tion at a local school.

Approximately 1,200 men, women
and children packed a
local gymnasium to see
Pre-K through third
grade perform on a
Saturday night. The
small children always
bring out parents,
grandparents and friends as they duti-
fully gather to watch the children. But
that night, the children captured the
crowd’s imagination and most everyone
became attached to the performance.
People seemed to forget the problems
that accompanied them into the gym
that evening and found a moment of
release, led by the children.

As the program began, one child led
the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.
Visualize with me everyone standing
with their hand over their heart reciting
this well worn pledge in unison.

Another child sang a beautiful rendi-
tion of the National Anthem; she was
small but her voice was huge. She
received a thunderous round of
applause. You could sense the crowd
had experienced so many poor and
tasteless versions of this patriotic

anthem and appre-
ciated one done
extremely well.
This set the stage
for the perform-
ance.

Another young
man, maybe a fourth grader, came out
in a tuxedo and top hat to introduce the
program and its acts. His strong young
voice and calm yet forceful demeanor
again demanded silence from the crowd
and they responded.

Assisted by teachers, assistants and
older fourth graders the children began
a series of performances that were well
done, and each group seemed pleased
that they performed well.

Actually, it wasn’t the performance
that impressed me; it was the spirit that
I saw developing. All the children were

orderly and well behaved with teachers
assisting and instructing. Everyone
knew their role and each child and
helper assumed their task as part of a
team of more than 300.

Between acts as the teachers arranged
the other children and the announcer
introduced the next act, the gym floor
was cleared and set up simultaneously
by the fourth grade helpers. There was
very little idle time.

What I observed was children mak-
ing quantum leaps of development.
Progressively, from the youngest 4-year-
olds to the oldest fourth graders I could
see them assume roles to which they
were previously unaccustomed. I could
see qualities that would ultimately lead
them to fill roles as community leaders,
teachers and parents (the patience the
older children showed with the 4-year-
olds was especially noticeable). Several
stepped up to leadership roles while
many also learned how to follow effec-
tively.

“We Care” because of these children
and young people. We sense the obliga-
tion we have to both serve our fellow-

man and to provide opportunity for
these children. They will soon take our
place and we owe them a chance to suc-
ceed. That’s why we must be diligent to
lay the groundwork for a successful
future in East Mississippi.

The quality of life we enjoy today
deserves to be provided for future gener-
ations.

Each child learned they have a role to
play. One of life’s great lessons! More
quantum leaps are coming for these chil-
dren and I hope they are just as positive.

Congress is looking to reshape elec-
tricity generation in the United States.
Before lawmakers make these decisions,
they should consider several issues -
most importantly, the economic welfare
of Americans.

Protecting the environment is cer-
tainly important, but there must be
balance in legislation between provid-
ing reliable, affordable electric energy
for our citizens and protecting the envi-
ronment.

Do we have a national energy
plan?

No. We do not have a national ener-
gy plan that sets long term goals for
our nation’s energy future. There are
discussions about a renewable mandate
– requiring that a certain amount of
electricity come from wind, solar, bio-
mass or geothermal. In addition, there
is discussion about curtailing coal as a
resource, and no new nuclear plant has

been approved in 30 years.
Congressional leaders need to look at

the long term picture and consider sev-
eral factors before making any type of
decision. They should consider long-
term availability of fuel resources, the
aging transmission grid, new technolo-
gy for clean coal and renewables, cost of
electricity for consumers and the envi-
ronment. Lawmakers must consider all
of the components and look at the
broad picture.

Will upcoming legislation
increase the cost of electricity?

Yes, but no one knows how much.
Upcoming legislation centers on reduc-
ing the amount of emissions, specifical-
ly carbon dioxide emitted into the
atmosphere. This change in environ-
mental regulations will change the pres-
ent mix of fuels used to generate elec-
tricity.

Coal-fired generation will be greatly

affected. Curtailing the use of coal as a
generating resource for electricity will
raise the cost electricity because it is
one of the cheapest fuel sources.

Currently, 50 percent of the electrici-
ty produced in the U.S. is generated by
coal. Replacing coal with higher cost
options, such as wind energy or natural
gas, will raise energy costs.

Are energy efficiency and con-
servation efforts enough?
Do we have to build new power
plants?

New power plants must be built.
Making repairs to your home – energy
efficiency- or changing your behavior so
you use less electricity – energy conser-
vation – are valuable tools and can help
reduce the need for additional power
plants in the U.S. However, electric
energy demand continues to grow in
the U.S. at a rate of one percent per
year due to the growth in population

and the widespread use of more elec-
tronic devices.

Americans should try to use less
energy, but new power plants will need
to be built if Americans want to enjoy
reliable electric energy in the future.

What is EMEPA doing to help
protect its members?

The board of directors and manage-
ment are concerned about potential
legislation that could be introduced in
the next few months. Representatives
from the Electric Power Associations of
Mississippi, including EMEPA’s
General Manager Wayne Henson, are
making regular visits to Washington
D.C. They are meeting with the
Mississippi delegation to discuss these
issues and are specifically expressing
concerns about rising energy costs.

As details on specific legislation are
made available, EMEPA will work to
keep its members informed.
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Quantum leaps are coming for our future

EMEPA 4th Annual Severe Weather Safety and Energy Efficiency Fair

The time to prepare for severe weather is now.
EMEPA encourages its members to visit us

on June 8-10 and June 12, 2009, for the
fourth-annual Severe Weather Safety and
Energy Efficiency Days.

The event will include booths and educa-
tional materials on preparing for hurricane
season as well as other severe weather occur-
rences.

Live demonstrations related to storm safety,

such as proper use of a generator, will better
equip individuals to provide for and protect
their family during a severe weather situation.

This year, we will also provide useful tips
and information on saving on your electric
bill through practicing energy effeciency in
your home and business.

Call your local EMEPA office for more
information.

TToouugghh  qquueessttiioonnss  ffoorr  oouurr  CCoonnggrreessssiioonnaall  lleeaaddeerrss

Thank you for your continued support 
of East Mississippi Electric Power As-
sociation’s efforts to provide you with 
reliable and affordable electric power. 
We appreciate the opportunity to serve 
you, your family and friends in meeting 
your electricity needs.

Innovation, accountability, integrity and 
commitment to community are core 
values that we have upheld for many 
years and will continue to uphold as 
your member-owned electric coopera-
tive. We are committed to improving the 
quality of life in our communities and for 
the members who live there.

I encourage you to contact your local 
offi ce or visit our Web site at 
www.emepa.com for tips on how to 
save on your electric power bill through 
energy effi ciency. 

“We Care” is more than a slogan; our 
employees and directors truly care 
about you and your well being.

Sincerely,

Wayne Henson
General Manager
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Monday, June 8 - Quitman
Tuesday, June 9 - DeKalb

Wednesday, June 10 - Louisville
Friday, June 12 - Meridian

“We must be diligent to lay the
groundwork for a successful
future in East Mississippi.”

— Wayne Henson


